Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 



1 . (Cuirently amended) A method for carrying out a bartering system over a network, comprising: 
receiving a needs list having at least one needed item a user desires to acquire; 
receiving a priority indication for the at least one needed item, wherein the priority indication 
indicates a level of desire the user has in acquiring the at least one needed item, and wherein the priority 
indication indicates items that are equivalent to the at least one needed item of i1 oaoh of the at loaot ono 



constructing the needs list with the priority indication into a barter protocol language; and 
searching available items for a match with each of the at least one needed item based upon the 

priority indication wherein an item having a lower priority indication i s matched as being equivalent to 

the at least one needed item oply if an item having ^ higher priority is not fo 



2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 further oomprioing wherein the bartering protocol 
language specifies a range of near equivalency associated with a plurality of dissimilar items to fto 
equivalent items, wherein the near equivalent items are items that are dissimilar to the at least one a 
item, and wherein the prio rity indication indicates whether a near eQui\ 



in availability liot hovii 



3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein searching available items is performed first within 
a [[same]] first bartering system and performed second across a different bartering system if no match is 
found during the search within the [[same]] first bartering system. 



4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3 wherein the first bartering system associated with a first 
barter protocol language and wherein the different bartering system associated with a second barter 
protocol language and fiirther comprising; 

translating, before the searching is performed across the different bartering system, the seeded 
ite«M needs Ust firom the first barter protocol language t o atleaoton e of i) a common barter protocol 
language and iil a difFur e nt buit e r protocol lanpia^ of the differont bartering ovoto m . wherein the 
common ba rter protocol language com prises a representation of the needs list and the availability list that 
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is cominon to both the first bartering system and the i 



1 and ii) a diff e r e nt bart e r 



5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the needs list fijrther comprises a range of near equivalent 
items with each near equivalent item having an associated priority indication indicating a user's desire to 
accept a given near equivalent item in lieu of a given needed item if a match for the given needed item is 
not found. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the match is a direct match having a one to one 
correspondence, 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the match is a chained association involving ttie needs list 
and availability lists of a plurality of users. 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[1]] 3 wherein the first bartering system associated with a 
first barter protocol language and wherein the different bartering system associated with a second barter 
protocol language and further comprising: 

translating, before the searching is performed across the different bartering system, the needs list 
from the first barter protocol language to the second barter protocol languag e th e priority indiootion for a 



9. (Original) The method of claim 2 fiirttier comprising receiving a second priority indication for a given 
available item indicating a us^s desire to use the given available item to cany out a bartering transaction. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein the second priority indication is indicated by a monetary 
value that the user is willing to accept for the given available item. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising receiving a monetary value associated with each 
of the at least one needed item. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 further comprising receiving a monetary value priority indication, 
associated with the received monetary value, wherein the monetary value priority indication indicates a 
user's willingness to vary a payment value for a given needed item from the monetary value. 




I provid e for th e i 
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13. (Original) The method of claim 2 further comprising receiving monetary value associated with each of 
the at least one available item. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13 finther cotiq>rising receiving a monetary value priority indication, 
associated with the received monetary value, wherein the monetary value priority indication indicates a 
user's willingness to vary a received value for a given available item from the monetary value. 

1 5 . (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the monetary value is received from data provided by a 
rating agency. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 13 fiirther comprising: 

receiving a priority indication for a goup of two or more items wherein th e monotarv valu e in 
r e c e iv e d from data provid e d by a rating ag e ncy . 

17. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the barter protocol language is in XML. 

1 8. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein each of the at least one needed item can be at least one of a 
physical item and a nonphysical item. 

1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 8 wherein each physical item and each nonphysical item has a 
corresponding representation mechanism within the barter protocol language. 

20. (Original) The mefliod of claim 1 8 wherein the nonphysical item represents a needed service. 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein each of the at least one available item can be at least one of 
a physical item and a nonphysical item. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein the nonphysical item represents an available service. 

23. (Original) The melhod of claim 2 fiirttier comprising indicating equivalency of at least one available 
item with at least one needed item. 
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24. (Original) The method of claim 2 further comprising finding a match for at least one given available 
item in consideration for a found match for at least one given needed item, wherein the at least one 
available item, and the at least one needed item are represented in terms of equivalency. 

25. (Currently amended) A barter protocol language comprising: 

means for specifying a needs list having at least one needed item a user desires to acquire of 
needed items for each one of a plurality of users; 

means for specifying an availability list of available items for each one of the plurality of users; 

means for specifying a priorify indication for at least one of i) each needed item, and ii) each 
group of at least one item, indicating a corresponding user's priority for acquiring the needed item; and 

means for specifying a range of nea r ecuivalencv associated with a plurality of dissimilar items to 
form near equivalent items, wherein the near equivalent items are items that are dissimilar to the at least 
one needed item, and wherein oquivalont itamo, each near equivalent item having has an associated 
priority indication indicating a user's desire to accept a given near equivalent item in lieu of a given 
needed item if a match for the given needed item cannot be found. 

26. (Currently amended) The barter protocol language of claim 25 wh e r e in - th e' m e an s for wherein an item 
having a lower priority indication is matched as being equivalent to the at least one needed item only if an 




27. (Original) The barter protocol language of claim 25 wherein the language is one of a markup 
language. 

28. (Original) The barter protocol language of claim 27 wherein the mark up language is XML. 

29. (Original) The barter protocol language of claim 25 wherein each needed item and each available item 

has a corresponding representation mechanism. 

30. (Original) The barter protocol language of claim 25 wherein the needed items and available items can 
be physical items and nonphysical items. 
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3 1 . (Original) The barter protocol language of claim 25 wherein the nonphysical it< 

of services. 



32. (Currently amended) A computer 

A computer usable medium including conrouter usable program code for 
ioKarrying out bartering over a network, said computer proeram product c omprising: 

m e angfor computer usable program code for r eceiving a needs list having at least 



for receiving a priority indication for at least one 

iquiring the at least 



m e ans for computer usable proer; 
needed item, \\1ierein the priority indication indicates a level of desire the user has 
one needed item, and wh^in the priority indication indicates items that m gfluivalgnt to the at least one 
needed item o f i) e ach of th e at l e aot on e ne e ded item, and ii) e ach group of at loaot one it e m : 

m e ans for computer usable proeram code for constructing the needs list with the priority 
indication into a barter protocol language; and 

m e ano for computer usable program code for searching available items for a match with each of 
the at least one needed item based upon the priority indication an item having a lower priority indication 
is matched as beins gqyivalmt tO the at least one needed item only if an item having a higl 



33. (Currently amended) The computer program product s ystem of claim 32 ft 



uage specifies a range of n ear equivalency associated with 
sms. wherein the near equivalent items are items 



that are dissimilar to the at least one needed item, and wherein the priority in 
^ctory to the user in lieu of the at least or 



34. (Currently amended) The con^uter taogram product s ystem of claim 32 further comprising: 

computer usable program code for wh e rein th e means for searching available items is performed 
first within a [[same]] first bartering system and performed second across a different bartering system if 
no match is found during the search within the [[same]] first bartering system. 



Page 6 of 18 
Banerjeeetal.- 10/087,954 



35 . (Currently amended) The computer progam product system of claim 34 wherein the first bartering 
system associ ated with a fir?t bart er p rotocol lanauage and wherein the different bartering system 
associated with a second barter protocol language and fiirther comprisinp: 

performed across the different bartering system, the needed items fii 

?s j> rgpre^CTtat 

the needs list and the availability list t hat is common to both the first bartering system and the different 
bartering syste m and ii^ a difforont bart e r protocol languag e of th e diff e r e nt bartering ay s tem . 

36. (Currently amended) The computer program product sysHem of claim 32 wherein the needs list further 
comprises a range of near equivalent items with each near equivalent item having an associated priority 
indication indicating a user's desire to accept a given near equivalent item in lieu of a given needed item if 
a match for the given needed item is not found. 

37. (Currently amended) The computer program product s ystem of claim 32 wherein the match is a direct 
match having a one to one correspondence. 

38. (Currently amended) The computer program product s vstm of claim 32 wherein the match is a 
chained association involving the needs list and availability lists of a plurality of users. 

39. (Currently amended) The computer program product s ystem of claim [[33]] 24 further comprising 
m code for translating, before the searching is performed across the 

tL the needs list from the first barter protocol language to the second barter 
protocol language and w her e in th e m e ano for enabling an indication of equivalency of at least one 
available item with the at least one needed item. 

40. (Currently amended) The computer program product s yst^ of claim 33 further conrorisine: 

finding a match for at least one given available item in consideration for a found match for at least one 
given needed item, wherein the at least one available item, and the at least one needed item are 
represented in tarns of equivalency. 
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41. (Currently amended) The computer program product s ystem of claim 40 wherein the at least one 
given needed item and the at least one given available item are dissimilar items. 



Page 8 of 18 
Banerjeeetal.- 10/087,954 



